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ASBESTOS ABATEMENT IN DEMOLITION OR ALTERATIONS
Periodically, building officials and building departments receive communications suggesting that
the departments may be failing to enforce regulations in their jurisdictions for such things as lead
paint abatement or asbestos abatement. These letters, faxes, and E-mails are often from agencies
or companies that specialize in providing services that speak to the issue mentioned in their
communication.
Recently, building officials have been receiving letters from an organization suggesting that
building departments may be in violation of federal or state law if the department does not require
asbestos surveys prior to renovation or demolition projects within their jurisdiction. In an attempt
to clarify the state’s regulations on asbestos abatement in work that may include alterations or
demolition, building departments may assist owners in raising their awareness of these
requirements.
Building departments are not the enforcement agencies for abatement requirements but building
departments can provide the correct information to building owners who anticipate work that
involves demolition or alterations. Such work may trigger state regulations for asbestos abatement
with which owners may need to comply but that is outside the scope of the building code
approval process. These regulations do, however, offer building departments the opportunity to
provide owners and contractors with basic information on these regulations, as a service to
customers, at the time of initial inquiry about the building code approval process or at the
application for plan approval stage.
Even if this information is only provided as flyers at the building department “front counter,” while
the building department is not responsible to enforce these requirements, the building department
can be a source of correct information to customers whose work may include demolition of or
alterations to existing buildings. The information below will provide a basic understanding of
these asbestos abatement requirements enforced through the Ohio EPA and the Ohio Department
of Health.
ABATEMENT REGULATIONS

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible for the enforcement of asbestos
abatement requirements in conformity with federal law. OAC Chapter 3745-20 (see excerpts
below) outlines some of the EPA regulations. If a building department wishes to provide this
information to owners or contractors anticipating alteration or demolition work about these
requirements, the following single-page documents, available at the Ohio EPA website
(http://www.epa.ohio.gov/dapc/atu/asbestos/asbestos.aspx), may be helpful to have on hand:
1. “Asbestos Notification Requirements for Demolition & Renovation Activities”
This four page document gives an overview of the EPA asbestos abatement program and requirements
as well as answers frequently asked questions home owners, contractors, and others might ask.

2. “What Building Owners and Municipalities Need to Know About Ohio’s Asbestos Removal Rules”
This single-page document explains that owners and governmental agencies that have control over
demolition or renovation work will have to comply with asbestos abatement requirements. It is
important to understand that, for projects such as derelict housing removal programs cities are
planning, where many houses are being demolished or renovated, these projects are affected by these
rules. Any multiple-dwelling demolition or renovation project within a certain time interval (generally
one calendar year) is considered a project and subject to the asbestos regulations. This will likely
require asbestos-containing material to be removed from all structures prior to demolition. The
document also includes definitions, thresholds for compliance, a simplified explanation of where
asbestos-containing mater can be disposed, and survey information.
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3. “What Asbestos Removal Contractors Need to Know About Ohio’s Asbestos Removal Rules”
This single-page document describes the abatement requirements for contractors. The document also
includes definitions, thresholds for compliance, a simplified explanation of where asbestos-containing
mater can be disposed, and survey information

Questions related to the disposal of asbestos-containing materials should be directed to the EPA
Division of Materials and Waste Management at (614) 644-2621. Questions regarding the
asbestos rules should be directed to the EPA Division of Air Pollution Control at (614) 644-2270.
CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE OF ABATEMENT CONTRACTORS

Not only are owners required to comply with Ohio EPA abatement regulations but companies and
individuals involved in the abatement process must comply with the certification and licensing
requirements of the Ohio Department of Health (ODH). Questions building departments may
field usually involve trying to determine who certifies contractors or individuals responsible for
doing the actual work of removing asbestos during demolition or alteration. A short summary of
those requirements is described below.
The Ohio Department of Health, under chapter 3710 of the Ohio Revised Code and chapter
3701-34 of the Ohio Administrative Code, certifies or licenses individuals involved in the
performance of this work. Their regulations require several types of certifications that relate to the
type of abatement duties performed:
1. Individuals responsible for the removal, renovation, enclosure, repair or encapsulation of greater than
fifty linear or fifty square feet of friable asbestos-containing material in a non-supervisory capacity must
be certified as an Asbestos Hazard Abatement Worker.
2. Individual responsible for oversight or supervision of asbestos hazard abatement activities must be
certified as an Asbestos Hazard Abatement Specialist.
3. Additionally, individuals responsible for the identification, detection, and assessment of asbestos
containing materials, including air and bulk sampling, the determination of appropriate response
actions or preparation of asbestos management plans, must be certified as an Asbestos Hazard
Evaluation Specialist.
4. The regulations further require that any individual responsible for the oversight of asbestos hazard
abatement activities or the determination of work scope, work sequence or performance standards for
asbestos hazard abatement activities must be certified as an Asbestos Hazard Project Designer.
5. Any individual solely responsible for environmental monitoring or clearance air-sampling must be
certified as an Asbestos Hazard Abatement Air Monitoring Technician.
6. Any business entity or public entity that engages or intends to engage in asbestos hazard abatement
activities must be licensed as an Asbestos Hazard Abatement Contractor.

To become certified as an Asbestos Hazard Abatement Worker, Asbestos Hazard Abatement
Specialist, Asbestos Hazard Evaluation Specialist, Asbestos Hazard Project Designer, Asbestos
Hazard Abatement Air Monitoring Technician, or licensed as an Asbestos Hazard Abatement
Contractor, individuals should be directed to complete an Application for Certification from the
Ohio Department of Health.
For additional information on these certification and licensing programs contact:
The Ohio Department of Health Asbestos Program
246 North High Street
Columbus, OH 43215
Telephone: (614) 466-0061
Fax: (614) 564-2481
E-mail:ASBESTOS@odh.ohio.gov.
Web Site: http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/dspc/asbes1/asbestos1.aspx
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OHIO EPA REGULATION EXCERPTS
Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Chapter 3745-20
3745-20-02 STANDARDS FOR DEMOLITION
DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY.

AND

RENOVATION,

FACILITY

INSPECTION,

AND

(A) Notwithstanding any other exclusion of this rule, and to determine which requirements of this rule and of rules
3745-20-03 and 3745-20-04 of the Administrative Code apply, each owner or operator of any demolition or
renovation operation shall have the affected facility or part of the facility where a demolition or renovation operation
will occur thoroughly inspected by a certified asbestos hazard evaluation specialist, in accordance with paragraph (C)
of rule 3701-34-02 of the Administrative Code prior to the commencement of the demolition or renovation for the
presence of asbestos, including category I and category II nonfriable asbestos containing material.
Note: Inspections pursuant to paragraph (A) of this rule are subject to the Ohio department of health regulations
under paragraph (C) of rule 3701-34-02 of the Administrative Code which states in part that no person shall identify,
detect, or assess asbestos containing materials, [or] determine appropriate response actions unless he or she is
certified as an asbestos hazard evaluation specialist by the director of the Ohio department of health in accordance
with Chapter 3710. of the Revised Code.
(B) The requirements of rules 3745-20-03, 3745-20-04, and 3745-20-05 of the Administrative Code apply to each
owner or operator of a demolition or renovation operation as follows:
(1) If the combined amount of regulated asbestos-containing material is at least two hundred sixty linear feet on
pipes or at least one hundred sixty square feet on other facility components, or at least thirty-five cubic feet off
facility components where the length or area could not be measured previously in a facility being demolished,
all the requirements of rules 3745-20-03, 3745-20-04, and 3745-20-05 of the Administrative Code apply, except
as provided in paragraph (B)(3) of this rule.
(2) If the combined amount of regulated asbestos-containing material is less than two hundred sixty linear feet on
pipes and less than one hundred sixty square feet on other facility components, and less than thirty-five cubic
feet off facility components where the length or area could not be measured previously or if there is no asbestoscontaining material in a facility being demolished, only the notification requirements of paragraphs (A)(1), (A)(2),
(A)(3)(a), and (A)(3)(d)(i) to (A)(3)(d)(iii), and (A)(4)(a) to (A)(4)(h), (A)(4)(m) and (A)(4)(n), and (D)(1) to (D)(3), and
(E) of rule 3745-20-03 of the Administrative Code apply.
(3) If the operation is an emergency demolition, the requirements of paragraphs (A)(1), (A)(2), (A)(3)(c), (A)(4)
{except (A)(4)(i)}, (B), and (C) of rule 3745-3745-20-02 220-03, and paragraphs (A)(4) to (A)(7), (B) and (D) of
rule 3745-20-04, and rule 3745-20-05 of the Administrative Code apply.
(4) In a facility being renovated, including any individual nonscheduled renovation operation, all the requirements
of rules 3745-20-03, 3745-20-04 and 3745-20-05 of the Administrative Code apply if the combined amount of
regulated asbestos containing material to be stripped, removed, dislodged, cut, drilled, or similarly disturbed is
at least two hundred sixty linear feet on pipes or at least one hundred sixty square feet on other facility
components, or at least thirty-five cubic feet off facility components where the length or area could not be
measured previously.
(a) Paragraph (B)(4) of this rule applies to planned renovation operations involving a series of individual
nonscheduled operations, that individually are exempt from this chapter, if the combined amount of
regulated asbestos containing material to be removed or striped during a calendar year, January first through
December thirty-first, exceeds two hundred sixty linear feet on pipes or at least one hundred sixty square feet
on other facility components or thirty-five cubic feet off facility components.
(b) Paragraph (B)(4) of this rule applies to emergency renovation operations if the combined amount of regulated
asbestos-containing material to be removed or stripped as a result of the sudden, unexpected event that
necessitated the renovation exceeds two hundred sixty linear feet on pipes or at least one hundred sixty
square feet on facility components or thirty five cubic feet off facility components
3745-20-03 STANDARD FOR NOTIFICATION PRIOR TO DEMOLITION OR RENOVATION.
(A) Each owner or operator to whom this rule applies shall:
(1) Provide the director of Ohio EPA with written notice of intention to demolish or renovate.
(2) Delivery of the notice shall be by the United States postal service, commercial delivery service, or hand delivery.
Update notice, as necessary, including when the amount of asbestos affected changes by at least twenty per
cent.
(3) Postmark or deliver the notice to the Ohio EPA field office having jurisdiction in the county where the
demolition or renovation is to occur as follows:
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(a) At least ten working days before the beginning of any demolition operation, asbestos stripping or removal work,
or any other activity including salvage activities and preparations that break up, dislodge or similarly disturb
asbestos material if the operation is a demolition or renovation operation subject to this rule; or
(b) At least ten working days before the end of the calendar year preceding the year for which notice is being given
for individual nonscheduled renovations described in paragraph (B)(4)(a) of rule 3745-20-02 of the
Administrative Code; or
(c) As early as possible before, but not later than, the following working day if the operation is an emergency
demolition, or if the operation is an emergency renovation;
(d) For asbestos stripping or removal work in any subject demolition or renovation operation (except for any
nonscheduled renovation operations, emergency renovation operations and emergency demolition operations)
that will begin on a date other than the one contained in the original notice, notice of the new start date must
be provided to the director as follows:
(i) When the asbestos stripping or removal operation or demolition operation covered by this paragraph will
begin after the date contained in the notice,
(a) Notify the Ohio EPA field office of the new start date by telephone as soon as possible before the original
start date, and
(b) Postmark or deliver to the Ohio EPA field office a written notice of the new start date as soon as possible
before, and no later than, the original start date. Delivery of the amended notice shall be by the 3745-2003 2 United States postal service, commercial delivery service, or hand delivery.
(ii) When the asbestos stripping or removal operation or demolition operation covered by this paragraph will
begin on a date earlier than the original start date,
(a) Provide the Ohio EPA field office written notice of the new start date at least ten working days before
asbestos stripping or removal work begins.
(b) For demolition covered by paragraph (B)(2) of rule 3745-20-02 of the Administrative Code, provide the
Ohio EPA field office written notice of a new start date at least ten working days before commencement
of demolition. Delivery of amended notice shall be by the United States postal service, commercial
delivery service, or hand delivery.
(iii) In no event shall an operation covered by this paragraph begin on a date other than the date contained in
the written notice of the new start date.
(4) Include the following information in the notice:
(a) An indication of whether the notice is the original or a revised notification;
(b) Name, address, and telephone number of the facility owner and of the facility operator;
(c) Name, address, telephone number, and Ohio asbestos hazard abatement contractor license number (if
applicable) of the asbestos demolition or renovation operator;
(d) Location and street address (including building number or name and floor or room number, if appropriate), city,
county, and state of the facility being demolished or renovated. Attach to the notification, any site plans, floor
plans or other information that may be necessary to enable the operations to be located for inspection;
(e) Type of operation: demolition or renovation;
(f) Description of the facility or affected part of the facility including the size (square feet, and number of floors),
age, and present and prior use of the facility;
(g) Estimate of the amount of regulated asbestos-containing material to be removed from the facility in terms of
length of pipe in linear feet, surface area in square feet on other facility components, or volume in cubic feet
where the length or area cannot be measured. Also, estimate the approximate amount of category I and category
II nonfriable asbestos containing material in the affected part of the facility that will not be removed before
demolition;
(h) Description of the procedures, including analytical methods, employed to detect the presence of and to estimate
the quantity of regulated asbestos containing material and category I and category II nonfriable asbestos
containing material in the facility;
(i) Scheduled starting and completion dates of asbestos removal work or any other activity, such as site preparation
that would break up, dislodge, or similarly disturb asbestos material in the demolition or renovation; planned
renovation operations involving individual nonscheduled operations shall only include the beginning and
ending dates of the report period as described in paragraph (B)(4)(a) of rule 3745-20-02 of the Administrative
Code;
(j) Description of the planned demolition or renovation work to be performed and method(s) to be employed
including demolition or renovation techniques to be used and a description of affected facility components;
(k) Description of work practices and engineering controls to be used to comply with the requirements of this
chapter, including asbestos removal and waste handling emission control procedures;
(l) Name and location of the waste disposal site where the asbestos-containing waste material will be deposited;
(m) Scheduled starting and completion dates of demolition or renovation;
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(n) Description of procedures to be followed in the event that unexpected regulated asbestos-containing material is
found or nonfriable asbestos containing material becomes crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder;
(o) Name, address, and telephone number of the waste transporter;
(p) A certification that at least one person trained as required by paragraph (B) of rule 3745-20-04 of the
Administrative Code will supervise the stripping and removal described by this notification.
(B) In addition to the information required in paragraph (A)(4) of this rule, each owner or operator of an emergency
renovation operation shall supply the date and hour that the emergency occurred, a description of the sudden
unexpected event, and an explanation of how the event caused an unsafe condition, or would cause equipment
damage or would pose an unreasonable financial burden if not immediately corrected.
(C) In addition to the information required in paragraph (A)(4) of this rule, each owner or operator of an emergency
demolition shall provide the name, title, and authority of the state or local government authority who has ordered the
demolition, the date that the order was issued, and the date on which the demolition is ordered to begin. A
copy of the order shall be attached to the notification.
(D) Each owner or operator shall inform the appropriate Ohio EPA field office by telephone or facsimile concerning
any of the following changes to information provided by the notice. An amended written notification shall be
submitted to that office as soon as possible but not later than one working day following discovery of the change. The
changes requiring amended written notification are:
(1) When the amount of regulated asbestos-containing material affected by the demolition or renovation operations
changes by at least twenty per cent;
(2) Any deviation in the demolition or renovation schedule or in the methods to be used for asbestos removal or
disposal;
(3) Any change in the owner or operator; and
(4) Any change in the name and location of the selected waste disposal site.
(E) All notifications required by this rule shall identify the name and title of the person submitting the notification, and
shall be signed and dated by the person submitting the notification. The certification required in paragraph (A)(4)(p) of
this rule shall acknowledge the existence of laws prohibiting the submission of false or misleading statements and
shall certify that the facts contained in the notice are true, accurate and complete.
3745-20-04 DEMOLITION AND RENOVATION PROCEDURES FOR ASBESTOS EMISSION CONTROL.
(A) Each owner or operator of a demolition or renovation operation to whom this rule applies shall comply with the
following procedures:
(1) Remove all regulated asbestos-containing material from a facility being demolished or renovated before any
activity begins that would break up, dislodge, or similarly disturb the materials or preclude access to the
materials for subsequent removal. However, regulated asbestos-containing material need not be removed before
demolition, except in accordance with paragraph (E) of this rule, if:
(a) It is category I nonfriable asbestos-containing material that is not in poor condition and is not friable.
(b) It is on facility components that are encased in concrete or other similarly hard material, and the asbestoscontaining materials are adequately wet whenever exposed during demolition.
(c) It was not accessible for testing and was, therefore, not discovered until after demolition began and, as a
result of the demolition, the material cannot be safely removed. If not removed for safety reasons, the
exposed regulated asbestos-containing material and any asbestos-contaminated debris must be treated as
asbestos-containing waste material and adequately wet at all times until disposed of.
(d) It is category II nonfriable asbestos-containing material, and the probability is low the material will become
crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder during demolition.
(2) When a facility component covered with, coated with or containing regulated asbestos-containing material is
being taken out of the facility as units or in sections:
(a) Adequately wet all regulated asbestos-containing material exposed during cutting or disjointing operations;
and
(b) Carefully lower the units or sections to the floor and to ground level not dropping, throwing, sliding or
otherwise damaging or disturbing the regulated asbestos-containing material.
(3) Adequately wet regulated asbestos-containing materials when they are being stripped from facility components.
In renovation operations, wetting that would unavoidably damage equipment or cause an unreasonable safety
hazard, is not required if the following conditions are met:
(a) The owner or operator submits a written request to Ohio EPA no less than thirty days prior to the starting date
of such operations, asking the director to determine whether wetting to comply with this rule would
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unavoidably damage equipment or present an unreasonable safety hazard, and supplies the director with
adequate information to make this determination; and
(b) The director issues a written determination that equipment damage or an unreasonable safety hazard would
be unavoidable; and
(c) The owner or operator uses alternative emission controls in accordance with the terms of the determination.
At a minimum the owner or operator shall use one of the following:
(i) A local exhaust ventilation and collection system designed and operated to capture the particulate asbestos
materials produced by the stripping and removal of friable asbestos material. The system shall exhibit no
visible emissions to the outside air or be designed and operated in accordance with the requirements in
rule 3745-20-12 of the Administrative Code.
(ii) A glove-bag system designed and operated to contain the particulate asbestos material produced by the
stripping of the asbestos materials.
(iii) Leak-tight wrapping to contain all regulated asbestos-containing material prior to dismantlement.
(d) In renovation operations where wetting would result in equipment damage or a safety hazard, and the
methods allowed in paragraph (A)(3)(c) of this rule cannot be used, an alternate method may be used after
obtaining written approval from the director based upon a determination that it is equivalent to wetting in
controlling emissions. Requests for alternative emission control methods shall be submitted concurrently with
the request contained in paragraph (A)(3)(a) of this rule.
(e) A copy of the director's written determination shall be displayed at the worksite during the renovation
operation.
(4) After a facility component covered with, coated with or containing regulated asbestos-containing material has
been taken out of the facility as a unit or in sections, pursuant to paragraph (A)(2) of this rule, except as provided
in paragraph (A)(5) of this rule, either:
(a) Adequately wet the regulated asbestos-containing material during stripping; or
(b) During stripping, use a local exhaust ventilation and collection system operated to capture the particulate
asbestos material produced by the stripping. The system must exhibit no visible emissions to the outside air
or must be designed and operated in accordance with the requirements in rule 3745-20-12 of the
Administrative Code; or
(c) Encase the regulated asbestos-containing material on the component with a suitable leak-tight container in
accordance with rule 3745-20-05 of the Administrative Code. Regulated asbestos-containing material,
contained in leak-tight wrapping, that has been removed in accordance with this paragraph need not be
wetted.
(5) For large facility components such as reactor vessels, large tanks, and steam generators, but not beams (which
must be handled in accordance with paragraphs (A)(2), (A)(3), and (A)(4) of this rule), the regulated asbestos
containing material is not required to be stripped if all of the following requirements are met:
(a) The component is removed, stored, transported, and either disposed of or reused without disturbing or
damaging the regulated asbestos-containing material.
(b) The component is encased in a leak-tight wrapping.
(c) The leak-tight wrapping is labeled according to paragraph (D) of rule 3745-20-05 of the Administrative Code.
Regulated asbestos-containing material, contained in leak-tight wrapping, that has been removed in
accordance with this paragraph need not be wetted.
(6) For all regulated asbestos-containing material including material that has been removed or stripped:
(a) Adequately wet the materials and ensure that the materials remain adequately wet until collected and
contained or treated in preparation for disposal in accordance with rule 3745-20-05 of the Administrative
Code; and
(b) Carefully lower the materials to the ground or floor not dropping, throwing, sliding or otherwise damaging or
disturbing the material;
(c) Transport the materials to the ground via leak-tight chutes, HEPA equipped vacuum transport system, or in
leak-tight containers if the materials have been removed or stripped more than fifty feet above ground level
and were not removed as units or in sections.
(7) When the temperature at the point of wetting is below thirty-two degrees Fahrenheit:
(a) Comply with paragraphs (A)(4) and (A)(6) of this rule. The owner or operator need not comply with the other
wetting requirements of this rule; and
(b) Use a local exhaust ventilation and collection system designed and operated to capture the particulate
asbestos materials produced by the stripping and removal of friable asbestos material. The system shall
exhibit no visible emissions; and
(c) Remove facility components coated or covered with regulated asbestos containing material as units or
sections to the maximum extent possible.
(d) During periods when wetting operations are suspended due to freezing temperatures, the owner or operator
shall record the temperature in the area containing the facility components at the beginning, middle, and end
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of each operating day and keep daily temperature records available for inspection by the director or the
director's representative during normal business hours at the demolition or renovation site. The owner or
operator shall retain the temperature records for at least two years.
(B) No regulated asbestos-containing material shall be stripped, removed, or otherwise handled or disturbed at a
facility regulated by this chapter unless all of the following provisions are met:
(1) At least one authorized representative, trained in the provisions of this chapter and the means of complying with
them, is present at the location of operations.
(2) The training required in paragraph (B)(1) of this rule shall include, as a minimum, adequate training in the
provisions of this chapter for:
(a) Definitions;
(b) Applicability (including facility inspection, asbestos material identification and classification);
(c) Notifications (including contents, delivery requirements and requirements to revise notices);
(d) Emission control procedures for removals (including, adequate wetting, encapsulation, removal of facility
components in units or sections, minimizing drop height, waste collection, local exhaust collection and
ventilation systems, HEPA filters, negative pressure enclosures and glovebag procedures);
(e) Waste disposal work practices (including at least wetting, containers, container labeling, vehicle marking,
waste shipment records and transport requirements, waste disposal site requirements);
(f) Reporting and record keeping; and
(g) Asbestos hazards and worker protection.
(3) Every two years, the trained on-site authorized representative shall receive refresher training in the provisions of
this chapter.
(4) Evidence that the required training has been completed shall be posted and made available for inspection by the
director or the director's representative at the demolition or renovation site.
(C) Each owner or operator of any demolition or renovation operation, shall ensure all regulated asbestos-containing
materials which have been damaged or made friable by demolition, renovation or adjacent stripping operations are
repaired, encapsulated, or removed for disposal in accordance with rule 3745-20-05 of the Administrative Code, prior
to the removal of emission controls.
(D) For emergency demolition operations, adequately wet the portion of the facility that contains regulated asbestoscontaining material during the wrecking operation and ensure that the materials remain adequately wet until collected
for disposal in accordance with rule 3745-20-05 of the Administrative Code.
(E) If a facility is demolished by intentional burning, or if demolition debris is to be burned, all regulated asbestoscontaining material including category I and category II nonfriable asbestos-containing material must be removed in
accordance with this chapter before burning.
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