
ORDINANCE NO. /2-/2 
CITY OF CENTERVILLE, OHIO 

SPONSORED BY COUNCILMEMBERV~1.w Cl.~ ON THE _j.J_-{J.._ DAY OF 

),;it , 2012. ..__J 

I J..N ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 618.01 OF THE 
CENTERVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADDRESS ANIMALS 
RUNNING AT LARGE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Centerville previously enacted Section 618.01 of the 
Centerville Municipal Code regarding Dogs and Other Animals Running At Large; 
Dangerous and Vicious Dogs; and 

WHEREAS, in May 2012, the Ohio General Assembly adopted legislation 
strengthening statewide vicious and dangerous dog laws; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Centerville desires to amend its present ordinance to 
be in compliance with the Ohio Revised Code, while maintaining language that 
addresses dogs and animals running at large. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE MUNICIPALITY OF CENTERVILLE 
HEREBY ORDAINS: 

Section 1: That section 618.01 be amended and hereby enacted with the new matter 
appearing in italics and deleted matter shown by strikethrough: 

618.01 DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGEt, 
DANGEROUS ; ... ~D VICIOUS DOCS. 

(a) i;:or the pW'f)ose of this sectioR, t:!:te followiRg defiRitioRs shall apply Hflless t:he coRtext 
clearly indicates or requires a differeRt meaniflg. (1) "DangeroHS dog." 

A. A dog that, without provocatiofl. aHd subject to di1-•isiofl B. of this 
defiAition, kas chases or approacl=ied in either a menacing fashion er 
an appareRt attitHde of attack, or has attemptea to eite or otherwise 
eAdaRger aA)' person 1,1,·hile tl=iat dog is off the 13remises of its ov,•ner, 
keeper or l=tareorer or some other respoAsiele persoR, or not physically 
restrained or coAfiRea ifl a locked pen which has a top. locked fenced 
yard, or other locked enclosure which has a top. 

B. "DaHgerous dog" does Hot iRclude: 
l . A police dog H1at has chased er approached in either a menacing 

fasl-lioa or aR appareAt attintde ef attack, or !:tas attempted to eite or 
othern•ise endaAger aHY person v,chile the police dog is eeing 



Yseel \o assi5t ler.1i· et'lforeemeRt offiseffJ•iR t:he performaRee of their 
offi&ial (tttfies. 2. A dog tliat l:tas been defefffliRed er a eity of»eial; 
peliee-effieel', er o4her person of go•,•emmea~I alH:hority as meeaflg 
the eriferia eentaiReel in Eli\rision A. ef lhis EleHRition, but.fer 1Nhiet1 
t,he 19eriod of ovmeF'S Fight le apf;!eal has net )'et-6onslueled. 

P-j "Meaaeiftg faskioR. '' /1r dog ekat would eal:lse itil~· person e-eing ehaseel er 
~roaches lo Feasooably believe mat ~he deg •1,·ill eause pkygieal injury to 
that peFS9ft:-

(3) '1Peliee aog." ,\,.,~l has heee ~ainetlqaael ma;· he useEt to -assist eae er 
more law eRfereemettt effieeFS iR tfle peFfef'fflMee eHheir official Eludes. 

E4) 'Wieio1:1s dog . .!! 
A. •4• elog tl\at. witho1:1t f1r01,·oeation..anet subjeet 10 elh•fo,ion B. ef this 

elefinilien., meets afl)' ef the faHet.,·iag criteria: 
l. Mas laUeEI or eattSeEl-serieus injury le aey ~ersefl; 
2. Has eatise&-=injuey, efher taaB k:ilHftg* er · serious iRjl:lf)', te an~ 

persoR, or has killed another deg; 
3. Beloags to a areed that is eommenl>· lmown as a pit buH-aog. The 

8:YIBeFShip, kee1:1iag. er haFheFiflg ef st1ell a eRieE! of---aog shaU he 
J!'Rma faeie e·,ideRse--of..ihe e1,¥Hership. keeping er haroeri.Hg ei a 
¥ieie1:1s deg. 

B. 1Wieious dog'' does eet inelutie either of the foUe•Hiag: 
l. A poliee dog that has Jailed or sauseEI serieus inj1,11•y to an~· f!eBon 

o, wiat has eat:1see-injary, et-he, 1kaR kiHiag er seriol¼s injury, le an,• 
f!ersoa whHe-the t"Ohee Eleg is be111g-aseti fo ~sisl lav, enfereemeAt 
effieeFS ifl the ):leffEltlnaRCe of thei""offieial El~ies. 

~. A deg thaH1as h.iUeEI or sau,sed-serieas iej\:lf)· \o aa~ f)ersoa while a 
]:lersoa was eemmitt:i:Ag or aaem13tiftg 10 commit-a tFeS:i,ass er other 
eriaHRa:I eff.ease OR the preperty of the 01.1.lflefr kee~er er hRorer 
ef~e Eleg. 

3. · A deg that has tieen dewf'ffl.i:eed 1:1)". a eit)· offieia.l, poliee offieer, or 
ot:Mr J3@rson of ge.,·eatmeRtaI audlorit;· as meeting tfle eR.ieria 
eon•ai.eeEI in cY•,1isieR (a)(4)A. hereifleoYe, aut for""'wl=iiek the 
19eriod of owner's Figltt io apJJeal has,aot ;iet eonshtded. 

(5) "Wi01eut'1'f'O"'oeatioe." A deg aets ''wid~owl-f)ro'<1eeatioa'i wheR i~was not 
teaseEl;-toffl'temed, of ae1:1seel ey a 19ef5en; of it was not eol'l'liBg to the aid o, 
the defense of a persoR whe was Rot eegaged in iHegal or ori1Hiaal aeti,;hy 
&Bd •,vhe vras net usiRg the dog as a ff½@afls of earryiflg out s1:1ee asfritit;·. 

(,a) "Perioa of Ot.\CJl@lr'S ri~luto llj3):le&l. .. The time peFiod eegiflB:tRg oR4he dat-e 
wheH an ovmer, keeper. hartiofer or BaF1dler-of a dog was giTten vml1ea 
nouee tMt a dog has heen ela.ssifieel as "aangeroas" er 11Yieious." Suea time 
13efioe shalJ eon&lude ea the la,er of: 

A. The dety iffiffleeli.ately feHe\\"iRg t-fle SJ,piratioa of the f)@F.iod f.o, whieh 
•he oi.,'HOI\' keeper, ha.~oFElf or hafl4)er has ihe abHit:y te ap13eal such 
elassifiea~ion as eefln~ iR di,..ision (t )(2) ef dt:is seelion; e, 

B. The day l::l~On whieh a. fieal determinetioR is fflGel@ ineaeeeraaAC@ 1.¥iih 
ai vioio n ( l )( {) of ~his seeti OR' 



Eat-(a) A person who is the owner or has charge of any animal shall not permit it to run 
at large in the public road, highway, street, lane, or alley, or upon unenclosed land, or 
permit them to go upon any private yard, lot, or enclosure without the consent of the O\vner 
of the yard, lot, or enclosure. 

(ej (b) No person shall cause animals to be herded, kept, or detained for the purpose of 
grazing on premises other than those owned or occupied by the owner or keeper thereof 
without the consent of the owner of the premises. 

tej (c) The running at large of such animal in or upon any of the places mentioned in 
divisions €bj (a) and ~ (b) above is prima facie evidence that it is running at large in 
violation of this section. 

e. l-Jo OYffler, keeper, or harborer of any female dog shall permit it to go beyond the 
premises of the OY,'fler, keeper, or karborer at any time tke dog is in heat unless tke dog 
is properly in leash. 

f. Except when a dog is !av.fully engageci ia hUHtiag ar1d accompanied ey tke o·Nner, 
keeper, karborer, or handler of the dog, no OY.'Iler, keeper, er harborer of any deg shall 
fail at any time to do either of the folle'n1iag: 

(1) Keep tke deg f'Rysieally ceHHfled or restrained upea the premises of the owner, 
keeper, er hareerer ey a leask, tether, adequate fence, super..isien, er secure 
er1elesUFe to prevent escape; 

(2) Keef) the deg under the reaseAable cotHrol of some person. 

(g) EKcept when a dangerous or ,·icious dog is la•,vfully engaged in hunting or 
training for the purpose of hHnting afld is accompanied b~· the 0 1n'Iler, keeper, harborer, or 
handler ef tke dog, ea e·Nner, keef:)er, er kareorer of a dB:Rgerous or vicim:1s deg skall fail 
to do either of the followiRg: 

(1) \\'J:iile the dog is OR the premises of the ov.'Iler, keeper, or harborer, sec1:trely 
coafine it at all times in a locked pen that has a top, locked fenced yard, or other 
locked enclosure tl=tat kas a top, except that a dangerous dog may, ia the 
altematiYe, be tied 1Nitk a leask or tether so tl=tat the dog is adequately restrained. 

(2) While the dog is off the f)remises of the O'+','Iler, keeper, or harborer, keep that dog 
OR a ehaia link leask or tether tkat is not more than six feet in leRgth anel 
additionally do at least orie of the follo·1ring: keef:) the dog iR a loeked f:>CR that 
has a to(:), locked fenced yard, or otker locked enclosure tkat has a top; ha't'e the 
leask or tether conkolled e~· a persen who is of suitaele age and discretion or 
securely attack, tie, or affoc the leash or tetl=ter to the ground or a stationary object 
or finture so tha-t tke dog is adequately restrained aHd station a person in elose 
enough f)FOXimity to that dog so as to pre'.'eRt it from causiag injury to any 
perseR; or m1:1ale tkat dog. 



... 

(-11) Na 8\Vllef,-~eei,et', or kef~ereF ef a •1deieus elog shaM f."ai~ -te-ebtaie -U&l,ifl.ey 
inffi:IFaRee v,•i~ at1 insl:lfef authe,i!ed t:e wri1e liel3ili~· iRSl¼Faee&-ifl---this- state pro•tidiag 
ee,•entge tfl eaeh-oee1;1ffetlee, subjeet ,o a limit, tHteh:1si,·e of imeres~and eostS. of nel iess 
th&R ene huRdred tholisatut aellars ($100,000.00) beeaase af damage or bodily inj\lfj' te er 
eleath ef a peFSOH eauseEl l:I~· t:he vieto'l::ls deg. 

(i)--No pet'Sen shall do BB~· oftlle feHewmg: 
f-1) Qe?ark-.of s~~iea.l)y sileee a sag that #le person knows Bf kas reason -te

eeheYe 1s a vte1ous Elog; 
(2) Passess a..a,4eiou.5 ~fog if th.e perneF.1 knews or has reasan fo 1,elie·.'e that lh.e 

deg has eeea debarked or Sl:lfgieaUy sHeaeeE!t 
(3) Febely attest eR--a wai•.'er fel'FAt'fOYiEled b;- the 1i·e~eriaaftafl under dh'isieH 

(:j) ef this seetfon-that the f:let'SOa's elog is net a Yisieas dog Of' otherwise 
pr-e•liee ialseinfef'fflatien on that written wai,·eF foffA, 

Ei) Bef.ore a veteriRafianwtfetlarlcs er surgjeaU;r siteRses a dog;-t:he •;etertna,ioo. m~ 
gi•1e the o·uaer sf ~e Eiog a ¥.ritteo •,'n¼iver feRn that attests Uffll the dog-is eet a. ,,,ieie\:fs 
dog. The vffi"eR wah-'eri foffll shall i.eeh:1t!e an ef the follo·HiAg: 

(t) The~etefit1arian's Ueeese :eumbeF--aHd•el:lffeFtt l:i\¼SiAess ~Elfess;. 
(2) The nl:lfflbef of th.e lieeese ef the eag if the deg is liecased; 
(3) A reasonaale deserip~ion of tlle,age, ee)eriag, aad g;eRder ef ~he dog,as well 

es an~of.aale madcings oe tRe•dog; 
( 4) The sigaalil.tre ,of the o vmer ef the dog attesting thaf t:he oWHer's e!o g is fl et a 

visious dO!;i 
(5) A statemeAt tflat Ohle R.C. 95:§.J2(F) prehibits BBY f)@rsan f:rem-e&ing aH~

ef U::ie foHowiRg: 
A, DebarkiRg or surgiea-Hy si!eneiHg a dog ~t t-he persofl knows or ha5 

t=eason to eelier,te is a vieio1;1s aogt 
8. Possessisg a vioieus dog if tt1:e t)ersoa kflov.rs or has reasea la l:1elie·.,e 

tkat t,he d.og has eeea deharked or surgically sileeeed; 
G. . Falsel)· &t=l:estieg on--a \Yais,1er fem, J;lffl't'ie:ied ey the..veteriHariM ~Rder 

GI,io R.C. 9§5.22(-G) that lhe perseFl's dog is eo..,.a-vieiot!S dog ef 
elherw•i.se pFO"lide false h:i.foFmation ea ~et wrineri 1NaiYer ferm. 

(lt) It i5 aa affi:rmafrve Elefe0se te a eha:rge ef a 11i&lat1en-ef £1i¥isien (i) of this seet:iee 
that--=ihe ,•eterinariaa vf'ho....:js-eharged with tl:ie 11i0lali0n ebtained; f)Fier ta d.ebarkiag er 
swigieaH)· sUeneiRg dtt7€leg-r,a •.v:riUeA v,r.ai•:er farm. lhalE:ampHes witk ElMsioa U) af this 
seetiefl a:Ad that a,t:i;ests ihat the deg is Rot a vioioYs eleg. 

(1) 'No dog skall be f:leemeEI a "Elangeretts deg'' er " 1c1teious <:log" as st-ates herein tiftless 
aRS: until eae o·Nner, keet3@F, i:iru:herer, er hafldlet" shell hw,e beeR---pro¥idea the eppof'Qiaity 
te sotuest; ehaUenge, or oieer::wise..appeal the ae,ermrnaiieR ~at a dog is-a "EiMge,e1;.1s de-g! 
er 0 •;iaious dog" in aeeefdaftoe i.•Ath tfle feUowiRgt 

(J) Ji-lociee that a dog is deemed " 1c1ieio1:1s" er 11dangeFOus~ shall he eieemeE! 
"gWfll" wheR sueh----flotiee has beer1: ei~lief se:p,,ed upen aa e•Nfl@F, kee13er, 
hafeoFer, eF--RatlSleF, v.+ien a ,vrittea ae~iee flFepeFl}l-stamped Md addressed 
to the r,e~isteFed•O\'fflCf of a dog is e!@t1esiteel iRt-0 the mails, ef-Wllett writ:1.ea 
notiee i:s left in a reft9oRaele leee.tton Uf!OR ~he 13roperty-en i.•,ihieh tke dog 111BS 

ieorueel. SHeh 'llriffeR Retiee ofelassif:ieaties ma~· he gi-ven by a Ci~· efficial. 
13olise affiseF-,--OF other person ef ge•,•ef11fHe-ntat--authe~· tfHhe fofffl ef 



gE"" erBmema1 m,i~h0F1ty has maEle-a determinatiefl mat a ae~ is . )'. 6 o~ 
the @'"'Fl@"' I· h 1.. c a , UHOYS -og 

_a r._.eepeF,, MeiOrerreF--hanEUer of 9tieh aeg shaU ha· 'C lea da ' 
Eiel;e• WAR~• n~uee. of ElJll'••I ef 5Heh elessi/iea;iee le the Chief of p~~i:: 
~ e~~ee. ue nohe~ ofa~~~I mus£-eentain aU efthe fellowie~ 
n • • e 7M st~iemeat 1EleRtifyu1g the deeYment as a notiee ef a~ eal ef a 
. e-Ja951'.fic_atioe efa eog as ElengeFeYs eF vicieYs; PP 
8. ldeahfy·n~.g ~)- R8ffte----itilEI addf8ss t.he 8',\IRef 

or vieieus ,1,135 mad~ .. ea mn as ngerees 

B. ~e fol~owing SffH@R1em: "I, as the aeeused in this R1alt@Fc=-E.l0--heFebf 
ae ffi0" '-@QRe f:I: I b r ~ • • ' ...... 1 • :o:•,) JR .. m? dtis a1:1fleal, I lrnowiRgly and voluntaril 1 

nai,_e mt n~ht te SJ3eea, tRal affoFEied bynQhio R G '.l94S ?Jh) 
JMol:•g of lh,s ElJllleaj,ni~•-• a <lel&)' ie lfiol ~.;..;.:;. ef.,; ::,~: 
ma e ef 1nsttftttea er me~ H1e-eeeltsed:" 

F. ~~reiues! fo,_a ~e~Hg tiefepe the Chief ef Po[iee or his er her aesig.Be@ 
I l ~ eamt~ 15 es~,ea ti)". the 8\'fflCf, If Re hearing is desiFea er if~ 
: :::~~ s~ 1~~~~~ ;•~tlietit suah a f@EJeesl. the aeiJity ta' Fequ.est 

a e ,nHv@ • y the ovmeF; 
G. :.i:,r-;eh,~•ftftt iefofFFlaliee, ~eettmeels, statements, of' ether-e·,tide11ee 

... te_ ~ e ~ersea eh~eag1Rtl the-elassifieat:ien --de~iires . ~e Aa"e 
~onsidereEl pno~. t-e m~i.ng a-4inal determiAatioo that a aeo is a • 
. dBf¼gef~~ ~eg or 11

•1101 aus deg; " B.tld4'I. If ~e eog ~ heen 
classmeel as 1AG1eus•~•hased upon,subsee-aen 

(a)(4)A.3. ef~is•seetienrep-upea Ohio RC. 955. l l (A)(4) (a) (iii) then-a;.e 
a~tlee~aH he •ae~empani.ed by reaseHa-ele eel'tifieatie~ er othef 

affi~at1an that the dog 1n question is net of the lireeEI identified in the 
EfY@stJOR. 

day 1fne :h-~~ mtea-t '0 ~peal tee Elassificatioe is Eleli¥ereEl •N~thin ten 
.,· _s-, sue~ Rg4 le &JJJn!al _t:he alassifiGat.iee-e~ a-deg as daAReFeus-er 
• tete\:lS 5 ee ee@ftl@Q ... iH11@& d h I · i:o 



.. 

(5) A fiHding a~· Chief of Police or his or her designee that a dog is not a 
"dangerottS 11 er "vicious" dog as defined iR divisions (a)(l) or (a)(4) 
hereinabo>,•e does Rot prech:1de a subsequent classificatioR eased on eyents 
occurriHg after the determiHation made iR division (1 )(4) hereinabove. 

(6) Nothing in this section shall preclude the City from enforcing any other 
ordinances pertaining to aegs as set forth in this chapter, or in Ohio R.C. 
Chapter 95 5. 
(Ord. 23 07. Passed 11 19 07.) 

(fH1 (d) Whoever violates divisions~ (a) or~ (b) of this section is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. (ORC 951.99) 

(n) (1) Whoe.,·er violates divisioRs (e) or (f) of this sectioR shall be fined Rot less thaR 
twenty five dollars ($25.00) or more them one hundred dollars ($100.00) OR 
a first offeRse; aad on each subseeiuent offense, shall be fined Rot less than 
se,,•eaty five dollars ($75.00) or more than two l=umdred fifty dollars 
($250.00) aad may be imprisoned for Hot more than 30 days. 

(2) In addition to the penalties prescribed ifl dh•isiofl (n)(I) aao,1e, if the offeRder 
is guilty of a .,,iolatioa of divisioa (e) or (f) of this section, the court may 
order tae offeaaer to personally supervise the aog that the offeader o\ltrns, 
keeps, or harbors, to cause that dog to complete dog obedience trainiRg, or to 
do both. 

(o) (1) If a violation of division (g) of tftis section im•oh•es a dangerous dog, wboe.,•er 
1,•iolates that division (g) is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fo1:1rth degree on a first 
offease and of a misdemeanor of the third degree OH each s1:1hsequent offense. 
Aaditioaally, the court ma~· order the offender to f)ersoF1a1ly Sl:Jf)ervise the 
demgerous dog that the offeader oYirns, keeps, or harbors, to cause that dog to 
complete dog obedieace traiRing, or to do both, and the court may oraer the 
offender to obtaiR liability iRsura11ce pursuant to divisioa (h) of this section. The 
court, ia the altemati.,•e, may oreler the Elemgerous Elog to be humanely destroyed 
by a liceased veteriaaria:n, the eoUAty dog warden, or the county humane society. 
(2) If a violation of di..-ision (g) of this section iR'l'oh•es a vicious dog, 1nrboe1,•er 
violates that diYisioe (g) is guilty of oHe of the followiag: 

A A feloR)', to be prosecuted under appropriate State lav,·, on a first or 
s1:1bsequeat offense if the dog kills or seriously iajures a person. 
Additioaally, the court shall orEler that the vicious dog be humanely 
destroyed b;• a licensed "'eteriearian, the eoUHty dog wardea, or tke 
county hwmme society. 

B. A miseemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a feloay, to be 
prosecuted l:Jflder appropriate State la•,11, on each subsequent offense. 
Additioeally, tke cow=t may orEler the vicious dog to be humanely 
destroyed by a liceRsed "'eteriaarian, the couHty elog warden, or the 
county kumane society. 

C. A misdemeanor of the first degree if the dog causes iRjury, ether tha:n 
killing or serious iejury, to a persoR. 



(p) Whoever violates aiYisioR (h) of this seetioR is guilty of a fflisaemeanor of the first 
degree. 

(q) 'Whoe,•er violates divisioR (i) of this seelioR is guilty of a feloRy to be proseeutea 
UI-1aer appropriate State law. Additionally, the court shall order that the vieious dog be 
humanely destroyed 8)' a lieeRsed veterinarian, the County Dog Warden. or the County 
Ilwmane Soeiety. (ORC 955.99(E) (H), (J)) Shltul8Fj1 refercr,ee: 

Al'limf:lls numing f:ll !m·-ge; strOJ'S, see Ohio R.G. Ch. 95} 
Transfer afewnershifJ l'ertijief:lte, see Ohio R. C. 955. U 
Co1ifi~'iing, restrf:linin-g, deharkin-g d-Bgs, see Ohie R.G. 955.22 

Section 2. This ordinance shall become effective from and after the earliest date allowed by law. 

PASSED THIS _fl'tl. day of '71-

ATTEST: 

~~ 1/ le.-

Clerk of Council 
City of Centerville, <Dliio 

, 2012. 

(? //1eeY-~ 
Mayor of the City of Centerville, Ohio 

CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned, Clerk of Council of the City of Centerville, Ohio, hereby certifies the 
foregoing to be a true and correct copy of O11Jinance No. /~ -{() , passed by the Council of the City 
of Centerville, Ohio on the fl-«- day of (},Jv , 2012. 

Approved as to fonn, 
consistency with existing 
ordinances, the charter 
and constitutional provisions: 

Department of Law 
Scott Libennan 
Municipal Attorney 

I I 
U,e,> (;_ .L. c ffe'Ll!V 
Clerk of Council - ... -·r · · ·- - - · --

"" r'. •· • • - I • . . I 


